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Roberts wins Champions title

Chesnee C.C.
golfer wins SCGA
Champions event

Kevin Roberts of Boiling Springs
shot a final round 71 to hold off Brent
Roof of Columbia to win the SCGA
Tournament of Champions.

The event was played at the Tradition
Golf Club on Pawleys Island and fea-
tured club champions from the 2007 golf
season.

Roberts, the defending club champion
at Chesnee Country Club, trailed defend-
ing Tournament of Champions champion
T.J. Hines of Woodfin Ridge by a shot
after the first round of the tournament.

Roberts moved into the lead early in
the second round. The tournament leader
made a series of pressure putts down the
stretch to claim the victory.

The Chesnee club champion made
long par putts on the final three holes.

Brent Roof of Columbia finished sec-
ond in the tournament after suffering a
double bogey when he was penalized for
hitting the wrong ball late in the round.

This was the second year in a row that
a golfer from Spartanburg County won
the championship at the tournament.

Hines finished the championship tied
for third with Raymond Wooten of

Kevin Roberts of Boiling Springs is the SCGA
Tournament of Champions winner. Roberts, the
club champion at Chesnee, won the title at the
Tradition Golf Club on Pawleys Island. (File photo)

Clemson. Justin Hornick of Roebuck and
Walter Todd of Laurens tied for sixth
place in the 36 hole tournament.

In the Men’s Senior Club champi-
onship, Joe Vignati of Bluffton topped
Spartanburg’s Randy Mahaffey by one
shot for the division title.

Ric Cobb of Taylors and Pebble
Creek won the One-Day Senior division
title by three shots over Frank Williams
of Greenwood.

The tournament field consisted of 123
golfers, men and women, club and one
day tournament champions from all over
South Carolina.
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Eagle Zone named
top 100 golf range

The Eagle Zone has been named as
one of the top-100 golf ranges in the
country. The ranking of golf ranges was
done by the Golf Range Association and
published in the winter 2008 issue of the
Association’s magazine.

The Eagle Zone has won club fitting
awards from Ping and other manufactur-
ers in addition to the 2008 top-100 range
ranking.

Steve Goforth of The Eagle Zone was
also named one of the top-100 club fitters
in the world by KZG.

Poppa Puff returns
to the radio in Feb.

Southern Oaks golf professional
Wayne Myers’ radio program returns for
a new season. The weekly golf show is
broadcast on WCCP-FM, 104.9 and
returns to the air this month.

The Perfect Drive is broadcast on
Saturday mornings from 8-10 AM.

Myers hosts the program featuring
interviews with local and national golfers
as well as contests and golf trivia.

The show also includes a popular seg-
ment on the rules of golf and information
on upcoming events in the area.
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Spartanburg’s Mike Byce has been named the junior golf leader of the year by the Carolinas Golf Association. Byce has been the leader of the Spartanburg Junior Golf Facility at The Creek Golf Club. Byce came
through the junior ranks in the Carolinas and is a former Carolinas Junior Champion . The long time area PGA Professional will receive his award at the Carolinas PGA annual meeting this month in Myrtle Beach.

Byce named Carolinas top junior golf leader

The Creek golf pro
honored by CPGA
for work with kids

The Carolinas PGA has named Mike
Byce of The Creek Golf Club as the
Carolinas Junior Golf Leader of the Year.
Byce has been instrumental in the devel-
opment of The First Tee of Spartanburg
and the expansion of the junior golf pro-
gram in the county.

“I have been blessed to have had the
opportunity to play golf as a young per-
son. Now I enjoy working with The First
Tee of Spartanburg to create opportuni-
ties for more children to be exposed to
the game and the valuable life skills that
it teaches,” he said.

Byce has gone from being a top jun-
ior golfer in the county to the leader of a
program that helps more than 2,000
youngsters enjoy the game each year.

As a junior golfer, Byce showed his
ability on the course. He won both the
Spartanburg County Junior Amateur and
the County Amateur. He also was the
Carolinas Junior Champion and won a
number of South Carolina junior champi-

onships.

“I benefited from playing golf as a kid
and I learned a lot of great lessons from
the game that I hope can be shared with
the young golfers who participate in the
programs we have here at The Creek,” he
said.

Byce played golf at Clemson for four
years and was the captain of the team as
a senior.

After graduation, Byce worked as a
PGA professional at several area clubs
before joining the staff at The Creek as
the director of the junior program.

As a professional Byce has earned a
spot in the Nationwide Tour’s BMW
Classic and has been a consistent top fin-
isher in section events, but it is his work
with junior players that earned him the
respect of his fellow professionals.

“The nice thing about this award is
that it comes from other professionals
who know what it takes to get things
done. They were able to recognize what
we are doing for junior golfers and I am
very proud to accept it on behalf of
everyone with our program,” he said.

The Creek has hosted the Spartanburg
Junior Golf Facility since it was opened
in 2002. During that time, the facility has

been used to help young players get a
start in golf. “We would love to produce
another Tiger Woods from these kids but
the most important thing we can do is
give them a chance to enjoy the game. If
we get a great player out of our program
that will be exciting, but we want as
many kids as possible to learn from the
game,” said Byce.

The program at The Creek is one of
the model junior golf programs in the
state. Recently the Spartanburg program
has added Laura Parris as the director.
“We have grown so much we needed
more help and Laura is a perfect addition
to the program. We still have room to
grow and we want more junior golfers to
take advantage of our facility and the pro-
grams we have here,” he said.

A large part of any junior golf pro-
gram is to make sure that young golfers
who have not had the opportunity to
enjoy the game have a place to play.
Much of Byce’s work at the Spartanburg
facility has been to make organizations
and clubs aware of the facility and its role
in the game.

“There still are a lot of people who
don’t know about the work that is being
done for junior golfers in the area. There

are a lot of great programs and very good
people who have given their time to make
these opportunities available and there is
room for many more,” he offered.

The Creek Golf Club and the
Spartanburg Junior Golf Facility operate
a par-3 course that is ideal for junior golf
development.

The club also features a Hootie Hut
contributed to the program through the
efforts of Hootie and the Blowfish,
Monday After the Masters tournament.

Funding for the junior program is
always critical for the continued develop-
ment of young golfers. Byce and The
Creek have given a great deal of time
energy and funds to make the program a
success.

“I know a lot of people like to talk
about life lessons that are learned on the
golf course but it is even more important
than learning how to swing a club. Junior
golf has made a difference in many
young people’s lives and I’'m very proud
of what we have been able to do here,” he
said.

Byce will be honored at the Carolinas
PGA Awards presentations held this
month in Myrtle Beach.
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Makeover at Meadowbrook
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Sports | Course will remain

Amateur| open during major
Golfers | renovation project
TO ur Most remodeling projects require golf

courses to be closed for several months
Tired of playing the same golf but Meadowbrook Golf Club will
course every week and love to reshape its course without closing down.
play competitive golf? Club pro and owner William Deck
Come play the Upstate’s favorite has hired noted golf designer Rick
Amateur Golf Tour. Robbins to redesign the existing course

Play begins March ’08. and blend in some new property recently
acquired by Meadowbrook.

“When we finish we will have six
new holes on the course,” said Deck. “We
will still be an 18 hole course but we will
have the new holes and many redesigned

*Play 15 of the Upstate’s favorite golf
courses and 54 hole end of year

Players Championship at Myrtle Beach’s
World Tour Golf Course

*Free T-shirt to first 50 entries

*Tour newsletter, players stats, closest to

Meadowbrook Golf Club near Rutherfordton will begin a major remodeling project in the spring. The club
has added land around the course and will redesign the existing course and begin a residential development
at the course. Club professional and owner William Deck (below) said the course will be open during the

holes for golfers,” he said.

The renovation and remodeling of the
course was made possible by the addition
of some adjacent property that had
Meadowbrook locked into its present
location.

The course was built by Deck’s father
and uncle 45 years ago. It has operated as
a friendly family golf course in the area.

“There has been a real boom in golf
course development around here in the
last few years. We have seen several high
end courses open in the area. We are not
trying to be one of those, but we want
Meadowbrook to be as good as it can be,”
said Deck.

The ,Robbins family developed golf
courses in Boone and Blowing Rock.
Beech Mountain, Hound Ears Club and
Elk River are several courses developed
by the family.

Robbins has been involved in the
design work at Deer Brook in Shelby ,
Crow Creek and Mill Creek among other
area courses.

“We chose Rick because his ideas
really fit into what we hoped for the
course,” said Deck.

pin prizes, trophies each tournament, free
handicap tracking, free refreshments,
giveaways
*Payoff for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each fight
*Skins Game
*Birdie Club, Eagle Club, and Hole in One
Prizes
*Only Upstate tour that plays official
USGA rules of golf. No pick ups after
triple bogie, No gimmies, No mulligans.
Play it as it is!
*Only $50 membership
eIf you are member of any other
Upstate Amateur Tour, we will give
you a FREE trial membership to
see if you like our format.

Call us today
or print an entry form
from our website.
We guarantee you will have
FUN!
e-mail us at
elitedgolf@charter.net
(864) 680-9686
www.elitegolftour.com

remodeling project.

The six new holes will be designed
from the existing holes on the course.
The additional property added to the
course will allow construction of new
holes while play continues.

“The way our plan is set up we will
always have 18 holes open. When we fin-
ish the course will be very different than
it looks now and we will have some golf
course residences,” said Deck.

Among the changes made to the
course will be some subtle changes in the
greens and tees. Both will be enlarged to

help course maintenance and also
increase the options on how the course
will be played.

Safety of players and visibility of
where shots should be played will be
stressed in the design.

“The task we have been given is to try
to retain as much of the character of the
Meadowbrook course as possible, while
improving on the aspects of the course
that will bring it more into the type of
facility expected at a nice resort,” said
Robbins.

When the renovations are completed
the course could be played from a dis-
tance of 6,900 yards. Some bunkers will
be added to provide “carry bunkers” that
will encourage golfers to play their shots
for strategic advantages. The design will
create a greater risk & reward for play.

“We are looking forward to starting
the improvements this spring. We are
going to make sure the changes keep the
course the friendly place to play it has
been since it opened in 1963,” concluded
Deck.
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Nickent (above-left) is leading the way with their new interchangeable shaft driver the Evolver. Adams golf
has introduced a new line of drivers and some high powered Tour stars Aaron Baddeley and Rory Sabbatini

as spokesmen.

PGA Show stoppers

New products will
be arriving soon at
your local shop

The PGA Merchandise show in
Orlando has always helped get the golf
season started. The introduction of new
products and new technologies give
golfers a nudge to get back on the course
using the newest equipment.

The buzz at this year’s show sur-
rounded interchangeable shaft technolo-
gy. Several companies, lead by Nickent,
want to convince golfers that two shafts
are better then one, especially if you can
change the shaft at home.

The Evolver comes with two shafts, a
wrench and a head of your choice. A wide
range of shaft models will be available so
in theory golfers could have a multitude
of clubs with just one club head.

The USGA has opened the door for
interchangeable technology but keep in
mind any change to a club has to be made
before the round begins.

Callaway Golf and Taylormade are
also introducing interchangeable shaft
model clubs this spring.

Adams Golf may have the complete
line of clubs golfers will be talking about
this year.

The company that helped bring
hybrids into iron sets has new drivers and
irons as well as a new presence on Tour.
Aaron Baddeley and Rory Sabbatini will
promote the Adams line.

Fybrids are part of a well received
new look from Wilson. The combination
hybrid and fairway wood may give
golfers more shot options with fewer
clubs.

The Skylz driver training aid is pro-
moted by noted teacher Rick Smith. The
club has a computer in the head and lets
you know when your swing is not cor-
rect.

Cleveland Golf will help you keep
track of your clubs with the Club Count
bag. The new bag has built sensors that
trigger a light on the outside of the bag if
you don’t return all your clubs to the bag.

Esoteric Golf has introduced a putting
trainer that lets you keep your eye on the
ball. The alignment plate is also a mirror
and gives you a visual confirmation of
your eye position over the ball.

Callaway could have a new hot com-
petitor to golfs number one ball.

The Tour ix is Callaway’s first four
piece ball. The company says the ball
generates less spin and improved feel.

Some products are in shops now
while others will start arriving in March
and April

s
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(Top-Bottom) Wilson’s new Fybrids combine
hybrids and Fairway Woods. Noted golf instructor
Rick Smith is promoting Skylz a training club with a
computer in the head that lets you know if your
swing is off. Cleveland has introduced the Club
Count bag. The bag reminds you if you left a club
behind on the course. Esoteric Golf has introduced
a putting improvement aid that lets you keep your
eye on the ball. Callaway may have the next hot golf
ball. The Tour i x.
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Trahan wins second Tour title

Clemson grad tops
Leonard for title at
Bob Hope Classic

DJ Trahan earned his second PGA
Tour victory with an amazing come from
behind victory at the Bob Hope Desert
Classic. Trahan fired a final round 65 to
come from four shots off the lead in the
final round to win the tournament by
three shots.

“I obviously knew starting the day it
was going to be a long, hard fought day
with Justin having a four-stroke lead.
However, I did what I knew I had to do. I
knew I had to go out and shoot a low
number, and fortunately, [ was able to put
some good shots together and make some
putts, and it is a wonderful feeling,” he
said.

The former Dorman standout won the
2006 Southern Farm Bureau Classic in a
three hole playoff. While he earned his
second win in regulation play, it did feel
a little like match play down the stretch.

“Four shots is not an insurmountable
lead by any means. You certainly don’t
feel optimistic playing against a guy like
Justin Leonard. He’s won a Major
Championship, Ryder Cup, I don’t know
how many times he won on Tour, but it’s
definitely more than me,” he said.

While Trahan made up ground on the
par-5 holes, he got some help from
Leonard who three putted the tenth hole
while Trahan birdied nine and ten to cut
the lead to one shot. Leonard made
another bogey on the eleventh hole to fall
back into a tie with Trahan for the lead.

“The birdie on nine was what really
sparked me. I would have never thought
that after 11 holes we would have been
tied up,” he said.

Trahan took a one shot lead to the
final hole. The former Clemson All-
American split the fairway with a perfect
drive while Leonard drove his tee shot

D.J. Trahan won his second PGA Tour title with a three shot victory over Justin Leonard at the Bob Hope
Chrysler Classic. Trahan came from four shots off the lead in the final round to win the championship in

the 90 hole tournament. (file photo)

into the water on the right side of the fair-
way.

The miss-fire by Leonard opened the
door for Trahan to safely play the diffi-
cult finishing hole. “When he hit the ball
in the water, obviously the only thing that
it meant to me was my game plan was
going to change, because par would win
me the golf tournament. I didn’t need to
do anything stupid,” said Trahan.

The win gave Trahan a much different
feeling than his first victory. “It’s proba-
bly not quite as satisfying as the first one
because the first is always the sweetest.
Now I feel like hopefully that I can use
this as a stepping stone to take my game
to where I feel like it can be,” he said.

After an outstanding amateur career,
which included helping Clemson win an
NCAA Championship, winning the
USGA Public Links title, earning a spot
on the Walker Cup team and being named
the top college golfer in the country the
27-year-old Charleston resident’s PGA
Tour success has taken longer than he
expected.

“I was disappointed when I didn’t
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make it through Q-School when I first
came out. I felt like I belonged out here
and that I could play. I had high expecta-
tions and hopefully now I’ll continue
what I’'m doing you can’t meet higher
expectations than winning. That’s pretty
awesome today,” he said.

Trahan earned over a million dollars
in 2006 and 2007 and is less than
$200,000 from topping his individual
season earnings so far this year.

Last year he earned three top-ten fin-
ishes including a second place finish at
the Frys.com Classic.

The victory was the third overall win
in Trahan’s five year professional career.
His first victory was on the Nationwide
Tour at the 2004 Miccosukee
Championship.

The victory all but assures Trahan a
place in the season ending Fed-Ex Cup
playoffs and more importantly a trip to
the Masters in April.

“It’s very special. I played there as an
amateur and had not been able to get back
so I’'m really looking forward to that,” he
concluded.
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Clemson golf coach Larry Penley has two fixtures in his starting line-up for the spring portion of the golf season. Kyle Stanley (above-left) and Sam Saunders (above-left,center) will anchor the Tiger’s lineup. Phillip
Mollica (above-right, center) and Luke Hopkins (above-right) are among a group of talented golfers who will compete for the remaining three spots in the Tigers tournament lineup.

Tigers ready to surge in the Spring

Clemson golfers
aim for a return to
the NCAA Finals

When Clemson won the 2003 NCAA
Golf Championship it changed the level
of expectations for every Tiger team to
follow the champions.

This spring the expectations will
again be high and with good reason.
Clemson finished a solid fall campaign
with a pair of second place finishes in
tournaments with outstanding fields.

Now the Tigers are ready to see if
they can take the tremendous potential on
the team and produce results.

“I don’t know if we are ready to win
a national championship, but I do know
we are real close,” said Clemson golf
coach Larry Penley.

The Tigers return a young but talent-
ed team for the second half of the season.
The team features one of the three best
players in the country and enough top

SEE IT FLY BEFORE YOU BUY
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New Product Arrivals
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8000 Pelham Rd. Greenville

288-0001
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www.theeaglezone.com
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Winter Apparel

Coming in March!

Y

notch players to make a qualifying round
the equal of some college events.

Clemson started the fall portion of the
year badly according to their coach. They
did not play well in Japan or at the first
event of the year, but slowly the team
started to put things together last fall.

“I think we finished well. We got off
to a horrible start but the last two tourna-
ments we finished second at The
Brickyard and Isleworth. The tournament
at Isleworth was against the best field we
will play all year,” said the coach.

The Tigers who are used to a spot
near the top of the national rankings fin-
ished the fall portion of the season ranked
17 in the Golfweek/Sagarin poll.

“We clawed our way back and got
headed in the right direction. The last two
tournaments gave us some momentum
into the spring. We got to find out how
good our golf team can be and that should
give us some confidence,” said the coach.

The time off between the fall and
spring portion of the season was used
wisely by the Tigers according to Penley.

The One

30% OFF

.- Great Selection of
Nike and Adidas
Apparel

“They needed to stay active but they
also needed to recharge their batteries.
We had some guys who needed to turn it
up in the weight room and they did. It
also was a chance for them to be regular
students and they all finished very strong
academically,” said the coach.

The spring portion of the season starts
with the Hilton Head Classic early in
February. It is a series of intersquad
matches that will be an ingredient in
helping Penley decided on which of the
many talented players get to start for the
Tigers.

The top of the Clemson lineup is solid
and spectacular. Kyle Stanley was named
All-American as a freshman. He played
on the Walker Cup team and came within
a few shots of winning the NCAA cham-
pionship last year.

Stanley was the ACC Freshman of the
Year and the Player of the Year.

“I wasn’t sure he would be this good
this fast,” said Penley. “If you follow him
around and watch him work and see his
focus it is impressive. He willed himself

2205
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into a first team All-American and
Walker Cup spot,” noted the coach.

Stanley has put his name near the top
of the list of outstanding college players.
Penley is not ready to call his sophomore
sensation the best player in the country,
but he would not trade Stanley for any of
the others.

“We just have to keep finding stuff
for him to work on and he will do it. Want
to and drive is never going to be an issue
with Kyle,” said Penley.

The other spot that is locked in for the
Tigers is Sam Saunders. The sophomore
had the Tigers’ best stroke average in the
fall. He also is the top Tiger in the class-
room making the academic honor roll
and posting the top GPA on the team.

“Sam is a big hitter and an aggressive
player who brings a lot to the top of our
lineup,” said Penley.

Senior Tanner Ervin will get the nod
to be in the starting line up when the
Tigers tee it up in Puerto Rico later this

Clemson... Continued on Page 10

ALL
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Gamecocks ready to return to the finals

2007 Regional title
lifts spring goals
for USC golfers

The South Carolina Gamecock golf
team might have surprised everyone in
the country except their coach at the end
of last season.

Bill McDonald had seen the signs of a
solid team emerging from the spring sea-
son. The victory at the NCAA West
Regional wasn’t as much a surprise as
expectations realized.

“I wasn't surprised we played well out
West. We were outside the radar. The
NCAA Tournament was a pretty good
end to our season and with all these guys
coming back, they understand they can
play with anybody,” said the coach.

The fall started off with a tie for first
at The Farm. USC and highly ranked
Alabama finished on top of an outstand-
ing field at Dalton, Georgia.

“Our primary goal is to get into con-
tention and to win golf tournaments.
When we have gotten near the lead we
have done a good job of hanging in there
but I need to see more of it,” said the
coach.

The Gamecocks may have lost a little

P ks Y AV

Far membership
infomation, tes
tines or 1o plan your
next golf auting, call

(854} 65602 26,
L

THE WALKER COURSE AT CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

Mark Anderson (left) and George Bryan, 1V lead a strong USC golf team into the spring season. The
Gamecock golfers hope to build on their West Regional title last year and challenge for the NCAA

Championship later this spring. (USC photos)

focus midway through the fall campaign.
The team played solid against some high-
ly raked competition, but McDonald and
the team both expected more from the fall
portion of the season.

“Last year we would have celebrated
a fourth place finish but when we fin-
ished fourth in Macon at the Brickyard

this year no one was happy. It was a long
ride home,” said the coach.

The attitude after a tournament may
be the best indication that the Gamecock
golf team has set some high goals for this
season.

“We can’t say we are a young team
anymore. We have five juniors and two

seniors. I feel like this group is close to
doing some good things. We were right
on the edge of it this fall,” said
McDonald.

The fall portion of the schedule pres-
ents a unique challenge because most
college golfers come back to school after
a busy summer of amateur competition.
They may be tired and the most important
part of the season is still months away.

“We try to keep them fresh in the fall.
Not as many qualifying rounds and when
we get to November we push the condi-
tioning program. We also concentrate on
academics. We got off to a good start in
the classroom. Our team has had three
semesters in a row with a GPA over 3.4,”
said McDonald.

Now McDonald is putting together a
line-up that can once again play in the
NCAA finals.

“We played nine guys in the fall and
had eleven eligible to compete. That
experience is going to pay off this spring.
The lower part of our lineup really bene-
fited from the experience,” said the
coach.

The top of the Gamecock lineup is set
with senior captain Mark Anderson and
sophomore George Bryan IV. Bryan fin-
ished tenth in the West regional last year

Gamecocks ... Continued on Page 12
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Enjoy A Great Day
At Woodfin Ridge!

38 Weekdays 48 Weekends
28 Seniors Monday-Thursday

The Complete Golf Experience!

0 18 Hole Championship Course @ Fully Stocked Golf Shop
0 Restaurant @ Lounge @ Practice Range

864-578-0023
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PUBLIC WELCOME

www.woodfinridge.com

Woodfin Ridge is located North of
Boiling Springs on Highway 9,
turn on Lake Bowen Dam Road
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The Most Advanced Video Teaching Aid!

V One Digital Coaching System
2 Cameras for Multiple Swing Views

=

Club
Fitting
Center

50 Yards of
Bermuda Grass

Teg

Mon-Sat 10AM - 8PM, Sunday 12 - 8PM
Lessons for Beginners to Pros! Call to Schedule an Appointment

Champion Golf Center is accepting your
Consignment Clubs - Buy or Sell Here!

BRIAN LAMB
PGA Professional

Powdersville

295-2047

1-85 - Exit 40 towards Easley
Take a right at 2nd light (81/153) Intersection
0.4 miles on the right (Hwy 81)
10 minutes from downtown Greenville

Support Junior Golf in South Carolina
o b First in Golf

i@ GF ] License Plate
-k Carclaa, A portion of the fee is contributed to the SCJGA,

Plates are available at SC DMV Offices
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TigerS...Continued from Page 8

month, but after Ervin the line-up is wide
open.

“The good news is we have a lot of
great players to choose from and I'm
excited about our depth. The bad news is
we are going to be leaving good players
at home and it is tough to keep everyone
happy,” said the coach.

Ben Martin, David May, Phillip
Mollica Luke Hopkins and Zach Siefert
all have outstanding playing resumes and
will make Penley’s decision very diffi-
cult.

Last summer Mollica won the North-
South Championship and Hopkins, who
was a red-shirt last year, ran away with
the championship at the South Carolina
Amateur.

Martin was named to the ACC All-
Freshman team last year and Siefert
earned a spot in the US Amateur.

“Our job is to play the best five
golfers we have and their job is to show
us who the best five are,” said the coach.

Penley believes he has enough time
before the first event on February 26 to
put his team’s order of play together.

“We probably have until the second
week in March to juggle the lineup so we
will have the chance to play our way into
shape. The line-up might change every
week like it did in the fall,” he said.

However, there will come a point in
the season when there is not enough time
for qualifying and a set lineup will be
counted on to give the Tigers their best
chance to win tournaments.

“By the middle of April we need to
know who are top five are going to be.
After that we have four tournaments in
five weeks, so I will have to pick our
best,” said Penley.

Even with a very young team last sea-
son, the Tigers were considered a con-
tender in every tournament they played.

As Penley completes his twenty-fifth

Clemson golf coach Larry Penley is in his 25th
year as head coach of the Tigers. Upstate golf fans
will get to see the Tigers in action at the Furman
Intercollegiate in March.

year as the Tigers coach he wants to get
the 2008 Tigers back to the NCAA finals.
Clemson has missed playing in the cham-
pionships two of the last three years.

“We need to play better and contend
in a regional. We haven't played very
well in the last few regionals. It is a prob-
lem we never had before, we used to
dominate regionals. We have got to find a
way to turn that nob up and if we do that
;momentum should carry over to the
finals,” said Penley.

In 2003, the Tigers won the ACC
Tournament, the East Regional and the
NCAA Championship making Clemson
the only school in NCAA history to com-
plete that very elusive trifecta.

“We need to start with an ACC
Championship. I don’t know how long it
will take us to learn how to win. Once we
get a taste of it, there is nothing we can’t
do. I think this team can contend. I don’t
think there are many teams as good as we
can be,” concluded Penley.

Are you a member at another Club?

Make The Creek your second club for just $40 per month!

Stop by the Golf Shop for Details!

Check
Our Website
for
Special Offers!

www.thecreekgolfclub.com

Seniors
Mon - Thur (60 & older)

52

Use your SkyCaddie at The Creek

640 Keltner Ave. Spartanburg www.thecreekgolfclub.com

For Tee Times, Membership Information or Directions (864) 583-7084

m Fully Stocked Pro Shop
Complete Practice Facility

Par 3 Course

All Rates include Cart & Tax
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$35 Sat & Sun

The Creek Golf Club
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The Spartanburg
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PLAY BETTER AND ENJOY THE GAME MORE!

Golf Instruction
= from

~ . MIKE BYCE

PGA Professional

Group and Individual Lessons - Men, Women, Juniors
Beginners to Low Handicappers
$50 per hour

Lessons at The Creek Golf Club Call 864-809-5187

www.saludavalleycc.com

Monday - Friday

$29.00
Sat - Sun - Holiday
$34.00

2500 Everyday After 1 pm

Call for Tee Times (864) 847-7102
598 Beaverdam Rd. Williamston

Your Official Golf Store!

Pubmerto G@LE

2112 E. Greenville St. Anderson
(Hwy 81 N. between T.L. Hanna and AnMed)

Rar-refn
$9.95

XL 15 Ball Pack

Say Hello fo
Roger & Rodd
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Robbie Biershenk helps watches as his brother Nicky rolls his putt towards the hole on number 18 at the
Anderson Country Club. The Biershenk brothers took a one shot victory over the team of Robert Murrell
(putting) and Len Calvert in The Blizzard tournament.

Blizzard brothers

Biershenks win
second two-man
title in two months

Robbie and Nicky Biershenk are
starting to look unbeatable in two-man
tournaments. The Boiling Springs broth-
ers won their second tournament in two
months when they took first place at The
Blizzard at Anderson Country Club.

“It was pretty close right down to the
finish,” said Nicky Biershenk who joined
with his brother to win the Holiday Open
at Southern Oaks last month.

The winning team built a four shot
lead over the team of Robert Murrell and
Len Calvert only to see the tournament
championship come down to the last putt
on the final hole.

The leaders three putted the eleventh
hole while Murrell rolled in a birdie putt
to cut the lead to two shots.

On number thirteen Calvert hit his tee
shot to within two feet on the par-4 hole.
The team’s eagle putt topped the
Biershenks birdie to cut the lead to one
shot.

Both teams birdied the next four

Draw
Irons

$499.95

Rr-fefn
Complete Set

5299

Get Reay For Spring - Let Us Check Your Loft & Lie!

holes to set the stage for a dramatic final
hole.

Both teams hit fine approach shots to
within ten feet of the final hole. Murrell
rolled in his team’s ten-footer for a birdie.

Nicky Biershenk missed his ten-foot-
er putting the pressure on his older broth-
er to sink his putt to keep from going into
a playoff with Murrell and Calvert.

“I don’t think I could play on the
PGA Tour because that was about all the
pressure I could handle on that putt,” said
Robbie Biershenk.

The pressure of the putt did not affect
his swing as he rolled his putt into the
center of the cup for the win.

“Man that was fun today,” said
Robbie Biershenk. Len and Robert
played great and we had to work like
crazy to win this thing,” he said.

The team of Chris Cushman and Jon
Land finished third in the 36 hole tourna-
ment that was played at Anderson and
Brookstone Meadows.

Flight winners included First Flight -
Blake Williamson and Wes Jones,
Second Flight - Ronnie Branyon and
Scott Davis, Third Flight - Phil Tucker
and Rick Wright, Fourth Flight - Bob
Lytle and Tony Randall.
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Furman University Golf Course

at REK side of practice range!

A Fun and Relaxed Introduction to Golf

Specifically designed for women golfers, this program will provide you
with the basic fundamentals of the game of golf. You will gain not only the
knowledge, understanding, and etiquette of the game, you will also develop
confidence in your ability.

Whether you are playing for business or for recreation, we will help you to
enjoy the game and welcome its challenges. This school will be held on
Tuesday through Thursday for two consecutive weeks each evening. Times
to be determined.

All instruction will be taught by
Jen Shillington
LPGA Teaching Professional
Director of Instruction for the Phil Ritson Golf School

Jen Hanna
Furman University Women’s Golf Coach
and LPGA Tour Player

Course Features: Fun, relaxed introduction to golf

Learn the fundamentals that create the foundation of the game

Build on these fundamentals through comprehensive full swing and short
game instruction

Frame the game by starting to learn the rules, etiquette and terminology
Learn how to play the game through on-course instruction

This class is held for two consecutive weeks, evenings based upon avail-
ability, with six days (9 hours total) of instruction.

Dates: Feb 26-28 & March 4-6
April 8-10 & 15-17
June 3-5 & 10-12
Cost: $350

Call Jennifer at (864)631-3149

or email ritsonsolegolf@aol.com
for more information or to book your available spots!!

Seniors

Kyle Thompson’s work with
JT Threlkeld at SSI helped Kyle
win twice on the
Nationwide Tour and earn his
PGA TOUR CARD
GOOD JOB KYLE!

Wednesdays Sessions Wednesdays
10:00 AM 39900 7:00 PM
Age 55 & Up Age 11-19

Prepare today for tomorrow’s round!

Call SSI today for a
FREE GOLF BODY ASSESSMENT!
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Women’s Golf Acadamy Gamecocks... continued from Page 9

and Anderson has been a steady leader
for the team.

McDonald will have his team play a
number of practice rounds at different
locations to test their skills on new cours-
es and in difficult weather conditions this
winter.

“We would be crazy to go to a tourna-
ment without Mark and George. We have
three spots open and I might make one
pick. Based on the fall I have a pretty
good idea of who may play, but there is
still competition,” said McDonald.

The Gamecock coach wants to keep
every golfer on his roster enthused and
working hard. “You want to give these
kids a chance,” he said.

Mark Silvers’ strong finish at the end
of the year should give every member of
the team the hope they can work their
way into the starting line up. Silvers fin-
ished as the top Gamecock at the NCAA
final just missing All-American status.

The competition for the remaining
spots will be between Silvers, Florian
Fritsch, Allen Koon, Patrick Cunning,
Warren Thomas, Baker Elmore, Paul
Woodbury and the SCGA 2007 player of
the year Patrick Rada.

Several players earned playing time
with the starting team while others won
events on the Gamecocks B team sched-
ule.

“Paul Woodbury and Patrick Rada
won B team events. I like to reward win-
ning, that is what we are here to do, to
win golf tournaments either individually
or as a team. I don’t care at what level,
winning is important,” said McDonald.

The start of the spring schedule will
give McDonald a good opportunity to
measure the play of all of the players try-
ing for the three remaining spots in the
lineup. However, at some point in the
spring the coach would like to settle on
his starting five and prepare for the SEC

“Train Where The Pros Train”
Seniors - Juniors
Get Ready For The New Season!

12

Juniors

Iports Qplna R |adusirial

Physical Therapy and
Performancs Training Center

February 2008

Patrick Rada won the SCGA Player of the Year
award and will challenge for a spot in the
Gamecocks starting line-up this spring.

and NCAA tournaments.

“I don’t want to continue rotating the
line-up but if you are in a situation where
you are not getting the production you do
something difference. The first few
events we will have a different rotation,
but leading up to the SEC, I would like to
have five or six guys,” he said.

While the line-up will eventually be
set, McDonald wants to keep everyone
working hard because they never know
when they may be needed to step up as a
starter.

“I learned last year not to label these
kids, or not to give up on them,” he said.

The Gamecock spring golf season
opens with the Hayt Invitational at
Sawgrass. Area golf fans will get to see
the Gamecocks in action at The Furman
Intercollegiate on March 28th.

“The more opportunities these guys
have to win golf tournaments on the back
nine, the more things will fall our way. I
feel like this group is close to doing some
good things,” concluded the Gamecock
coach.

SS!

140 Executive Drive
Greer, SC 29651
(864) 662-1025

www.ssi-physicaltherapy.com

PREPARE TODAY FRO TOMORROW’S ROUND
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Volunteers needed

Volunteer sign-up
begins for BMW
Charity Pro-Am

South Carolina Charities, Inc. is now
accepting volunteer applications for the
2008 BMW  Charity  Pro-Am.
Opportunities to volunteer include: hos-
pitality, marshal, scoring, transportation
and more.

To register or learn more about volun-
teering at the 2008 event, visit
www.bmwecharitygolf.com and click on
the “Volunteers” tab.

Applications must be received by 5
p-m. EST on April 25 accompanied by
the $40 uniform package fee. The uni-
form package includes a golf shirt and
cap or visor, two passes to the tournament
(one for the volunteer and one guest
pass), food and beverages for volunteers
during shifts, an official volunteer pin
and an invitation to attend the Volunteer
Appreciation Party.

If you wish to volunteer and would
prefer to have an application sent to you
via mail or email, contact Director of
Volunteer Programs Marshall Bettendorf
at (864) 423-2994 or at
mbettendorf @sccharities.org.

Volunteer Orientation will be held
Saturday, May 3, 2008, at the BMW
Zentrum. A post card will be mailed to all
volunteers with assigned pick-up times.

The 2008 BMW Charity Pro-Am golf
tournament will be played May 15-18,
2008, at Bright's Creek Golf Club in Mill
Spring, N.C., The Carolina Country Club
in Spartanburg and Thornblade Club in
Greer. All four rounds will be televised
live by the Golf Channel.

The BMW Charity Pro-Am is the
only tournament on the Nationwide PGA
TOUR where amateurs and celebrities
are grouped with Nationwide PGA
TOUR professionals in a three-day bet-

ter-ball competition.

Amateurs, celebrities and pros will
rotate between each of the three courses
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with
the 14 lowest scoring pro-amateur/pro-

celebrity teams advancing to play
Sunday’s final round at Thornblade Club.
Celebrities will play once at each course
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

The professional winner of the over-
all 72-hole event will take home
$121,500 from the total purse of
$675,000, which is one of the largest
purses on the Nationwide PGA TOUR, as
well as a brand new BMW X5 Sports
Activity Vehicle.

Amateurs and celebrities will com-
pete for individual prizes and cash dona-
tions to the charity of their choice out of
the beneficiaries selected by South
Carolina Charities, Inc.

The first seven tournaments have
raised more than $5.7 million for 80+
area charities.

Celebrities are in the process of being
selected for this year’s tournament, but
some of the personalities that have partic-
ipated in the past include: Kevin Costner,
Catherine Bell, John Elway, Dan Marino,
Wayne Gretzky, Jack Nicklaus, Jennifer
Mills, Gary Player, David James Elliott,
Kurt Russell, Johnny Bench, Jim Rice,
Brett Hull, Kevin Sorbo, Brad Daugherty,
Cheech Marin, John O’Hurley, Steve
Spurrier, Lou Holtz, Alice Cooper and
George Lopez.

For more information on the BMW
Charity Pro-Am golf tournament; spon-
sorship opportunities, charitable funding
or volunteer opportunities, call (864)
297-1660 or visit the tournament’s web-
site at www.bmwcharitygolf.com.

Special Full Club

Join
Creekside

Regular Membership
$150 per month
Junior Membership
(up to 35 years of age)
$100 per month

Junior Membership
$500 Initiation

©® Annual Swim
Memberships
@ Separate lounge

Lyndell Young
Pebble Creek
Owner

and dining room

'PEBE.LE CREEI{

Our Linkside Course is for members only. The public is invited to play our Creekside Course anytime!

$150 per month dues
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'Fyiu'lﬁht‘Spbmals
ay ~Begin-at2 PM

For membership information or a tour of the club and the Linkside course call Karen or Lyndell at (864) 244-8872
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Amateur tourneys

Parent-Child event
postponed until
the spring

The winter has been trouble for some
tournaments but not very difficult for
other tournaments.

Several area events have been post-
poned and rescheduled for the spring
when the weather may be more hos-
pitable to golf.

The Upstate Parent-Child was sched-
uled to be played on January 21 at
Southern Oaks.

Extremely cold temperatures forced
the event to be postponed. A new date for
the tournament has not been set but it is
expected to be in the spring.

The tournament will be played at
Southern Oaks.

SCHEDULE REMINDER

If your club would like to have tour-
naments listed in our schedule section
each month please forward the informa-
tion to golfclub@charter.net.

Information needed to list your event
is the date, entry eligibility, format, entry
fee and registration contact.

www.carolinagolfinfo.com will soon
have the Upstate Amateur schedule avail-
able on line.

Frostbite Open (February 16 - 17)

The annual three man team event will
be played at Boscobel Golf Club. Entry is
open to all area golfers.

The tournament is played in groups of
six golfers (three to each team). The tour-
nament is a captain’s choice competition.

Entry information is available by call-
ing Boscobel Golf Club at (864) 646-
3551.

Tough Day (March 22)

Southern Oaks will hold its annual

tough day tournament. The tournament
allows area golfers to test their skills
against difficult pin placements and long
fairways.

The event is open to all Upstate
Amateurs. Entry information is available
by calling the Southern Oaks Pro Shop at
(864)859-6698.

Anderson County 4-Man (March
29-30) First round will be played at
Saluda Valley and the second round at the
Anderson Country Club.

The tournament is open to Anderson
County residents golfers who have an
established handicap at an Anderson
County golf club.

Registration information will be
available at all Anderson area courses
next month.

Texas Two-Man (April 19-20) The
unique team tournament will be held at
Pickens Country Club. The tournament
allow the teams to pick their best tee shot
and then play their own ball through the
hole.

Information and registration for the
tournament can be obtained by calling
Pickens at (864) 878-6083.

Furman Invitational (April 19-20)
The spring tournament is open to Upstate
amateur golfers. This year the
Invitational is being played before the
Furman course is scheduled to be closed
for renovations.

Entry information for the tournament
is available by calling the Furman Pro
Shop at (864) 294-9090.

J.P Traynham Memorial (April 26-
27) The oldest open amateur event in the
Upstate will be played at Summersett.

The tournament features a senior
division. The event is open to all amateur
golfers.

Information is available by calling
(864) 834-4781.

-
ALL DAY PLAY FREE
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Our Greens Are In Great Condition!
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Great Savings
on Club Specials

523 Seniors (55 & Up)
Mon - Thur, Fri till Noon

Cory McEwen PGA Golf Professional

VILLAGE GREENS

Special rates do not apply to coupons

Weekdays

$33.00

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Before 1:00 pm

$41.00
After 1:00 pm

$34.00
Toll Free 877-472-2411

(864) 472-2411

Gramling, SC

LI L R 10 Minutes from 1-26 on Hwy 176

$15 Thursdays Are Back at The Rock

18 holes & cart
Anytime On Thursday

wiww.golftherock.com §

Check out our web site for
special savings and
our current rate information

Green Fee and Cart , Plus Tax

29 Monday - Friday :
*36 Weekends - Holidays - --'r- b o
29 Weekend's after 2 PM -

$22 Weekdays after 2 PM |
SEMOR FRIENDLY COURSE AND RATES & &

20 Seniors (Mon-Fri) 55 & over
® Schedule your outing now ® Memberships Available

Golf course and Mountain
Home Sites now
Available....

Call (864) 878-4500

2 1/2 miles West of Table Rock
State Park Highway 11 at Highway
178 north of Pickens

THE ROCK

AT |] 2 CASSETE
For Tee Times (864) 878-2030
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The Upstate’s Friendliest
Golf Course!

$29.00 TUNE UP THURSDAY
|
$22.50 Seniors  Monday-Friday

Mon - Fri 334.00 Weekends $41.50

After 71 PM $2250 After 71 PM $2600

Mon - Fri Weekends
Rates are for 18 holes, cart and include tax, thru Feb.

Ask About Our Lesson Special

Walking Rates Available!

Tee Times (864) 859-6698
105 Southern Oaks Dr. Easley

Wayne Myers, PGA Professional
Lessons Available by Appointment

The Golf Club is collecting Upstate Tournament Golf Schedules

If your club has an event open to the public please send the following information
Name of the Event - Club - Date - Entry Information - Qualification
Contact or Registration Phone Number or Email to
golfclub@charter.net

Give your Family a
vacation to la=st all year!

H Tannig Gaprls
ADympic Size Posal

4 Baauiltiyl 18 Hoda,
Far 72 Championship
Coll Coures

Family Mambarships

Esiderson Coenty Memizaship Mei-Reeidnt W bsansig
st b i AndeEn Coutly) (puiside Andersen Couny]
5253 Joming Fos Mo Joining Fee

5155 Mosth per Famlly £108 Ments per Family

Cobb’s Glen

Off 01d williamston Rd = Anderson, SC
Tee Times (864) 226-7688
wwwwoocobbsglen. oot
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Taylor Weaver was named the South Carolina Coaches Association of Women Sports, Golfer of the Year.
Weaver won the South Carolina AAAA title and The Blade Championship during the season. The Dorman
golfer will enroll at South Carolina next fall to continue her golf career.

Golfer of the Year

Weaver named top
golfer by Women
Sports Coaches

By Jed Blackwell
Special to The Golf Club

Dorman golfer Taylor Weaver may
soon need another trophy case. The sen-
ior, who has already committed to play
college golf at the University of South
Carolina, added another honor last month
when she was named the South Carolina
Coaches Association of Women Sports
Golfer of the year. She was recognized
on Jan. 20, 2008 at the Columbia
Conference Center during the Winter
Sports banquet.

The honor comes after a year in
which Weaver won the 4A individual
girls’ title and helped lead the Lady
Cavaliers to a second-place overall fin-
ish. She also won the Blade Junior
Classic, the Spartanburg County
Women’s Amateur, and the Cheraw Fall
Challenge.

Before the summer season began in
earnest, Weaver committed to play col-
lege golf for the Gamecocks.

Weaver said she was happy to have
the honor. “It’s very special,” she said.
“There are a lot of girls out there playing.
It’s nice to know that the coaches have
recognized me. You know when coaches
look past their own players and pick you,
you’ve done something special.”

Weaver, plans on graduating early.
Dorman golf coach Lewis Terry is proud
of Weaver’s entire Dorman career.

“This award recognizes what she’s
done here,” he said. “She was a great
assistance to us finishing second at the
state championship, and she’s the first
female and just the second Dorman
golfer ever to win an individual state
title.”

Terry said having Weaver on the

squad was a huge benefit to the Cavaliers.

“It was a luxury,” he said. “When
you’re at a tournament and you have a
golfer who you know can go out and set
the pace for your team, it’s an advantage.
You know you’ve got a good, reliable
score, and you’re able to play things more
aggressively.”

Weaver said her performance was
spurred on by the early college decision.

“That was a big thing,” she said.
“Carolina had been in contact with me for
a while, and they were persistent. I went
for one visit, the coach offered me a full
scholarship, and I told her to sign me up.”

Weaver said Carolina seemed to be a
good fit for her. “I didn’t know how far
from home I wanted to be,” she said. “I’'m
a big family girl. I wanted to go to
Tennessee, and I was waiting for an offer,
but two and a half hours is a long way
from home for me. I considered Wofford,
but that’s too close to home. Carolina is a
good distance, and it seems just right.”

Weaver said the decision certainly
made her summer better. “When that
decision’s out of the shooting one bad
round and slipping off of everyone’s list,”
she said.

“You stop thinking, ‘Well, that was
my shot at Division I’. You don’t worry
about having to explain a bad round to
coaches because you’re already commit-
ted. You’re allowed a little slip-up. When
they offered, "I didn’t hesitate. It allowed
me to just play and actually enjoy golf.”

With her early graduation, Weaver
now wants to focus squarely on her sport.

“I’d like to do nothing but practice,”
she said. “I want to get into some kind of
routine of going to the gym then going to
work on my game.

This summer, I’m going to try to qual-
ify for the U.S. Girls and the U.S.
Women’s. I want to play against some
bigger fields, work hard, and improve my
game before I head to college.”
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The Best Membership Value In the Upstate!
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Now through March the Palmetto Membership Initiation Fee is Only $100, Regular Price $1,000. Save $900

PALMETTO
MEMBERSHIP

Our premier membership package.
The Palmetto Membership is inclu-
sive of all that we have to offer.

"3 r
| COLWTRY CLLE
Membership Includes

Unlimited playing privileges at
Hgwy 8 - Country Club Rd. all 5 faciliies
Pickens 7 day advanced tee times
For Tee Times and Membership Information Participation in club events

Charge privileges at each facility
Standard club cart fees
Walking allowed at no charge
Special Discounts
off Pro Shop Merchandise

(864) 878-6083 at each facility

Palmetto Membership Fees
Initiation Fee $1,000
o Family Dues $135/month
. - **Senior/*Junior Dues $125/month
nghway 76 ** Seniors - Over 55
Pendleton * Juniors - Under 30

For Tee Times and Membership Information

CRESCENT
MEMBERSHIP

Our Crescent Membership gives golfers
the option of choosing 1 of our 5 facilities

for their primary membership.
This membership has many of the same privileges
offered in our Palmetto Membership

Membership Includes

Choose your “Home Club”
Boscobel Golf Club - Pickens Country Club
Brookstone Meadows - Anderson Country Club
Woodhaven
*Unlimited playing privileges at all 5 facilities.

(85 surcharge plus cart fee at “sister"clubs $5 charge per nine walking at “sister"clubs

7 day advanced tee times
Charge privileges at “home” course
Partcipation in club events at each facility

(Limited to non-majors at sister facilities)
Special Discounts off Pro Shop Merchandise

Crescent Membership Fees
Initiation Fee $600.00
Family Dues - $110.00/month
Senior/Junior Dues - $100.00/month
** Seniors - Over 55 *Juniors - Under 30

(864) 646-3991 Woodhaven Golf Club Pendleton (864) 646-9511

Anderson Country Club
1607 Market St.
Anderson

For Tee Times and Membership Information

(864) 225-8291

Highway 81
on Scotts Branch Rd.
Anderson

For Tee Times and Membership Information

(864) 964-9966

February Special Rate!
$38.00° Monday & Tuesday

Rate for 18 holes includes cart and green fee! *plus tax

.1 Verdae Greens|

Golf Club

Verdae Greens Golf Club
brings you brand new
hybrid MiniVerde Bermuda grass greens.

This grass is considered the
BEST by Turfgrass America’s founder,
Arthur Milberger, and reported by
Golfweeks’s SuperNews.
Recently installed at TPC Sawgrass.

Visit Our Web Site
www.verdaegreens.com
for our other specials and information

Conveniently Located off -85 & 385 at the Embassy Suites
650 Verdae Blvd. Greenville, SC Call 864.676.1500 For Tee Times

Bringing gou the
Beat bolf Experigneg
[ the Upstate,

avnwriverfallsgolf.com
[H=3) AR R

Golf Memberships
for Corporations and Families
Now Available!

Located 2.5 miles sast of -85 & Exir 63,
bt Chiresnwille anad Sjpsartanlnirg




